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reign, is a circumſtance in itſelf ſo 
extremely rare and extraordinary, as to well 
juſtify the reſcuing the hiſtory of it from 


the oblivion of our diurnal publications, 


which, however reſorted to for the ſake of 
early information, are too apt to forniſh 
little more than the mere outlines of gat 


events; and, like the ſhort-lived. Ernz- 


MERA, to expire with the day. f 
Something more ſeems neceſſary for che 
purpoſe of a general circulation, as well 


as to gratify the public with the minutie of 
great natural occurrences, in order to form 
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a regular and connected detail, by drawing 


together all the various miſcellaneous par- 


ticulars that are diſperſed and ſcattered 
through the different papers, as it were, 
into one grand focus: and ſurely this could 
never have been rendered more expedient, 
than in the caſe of Margaret Nicholfen,whoſe 
late deſign to deſtroy his moſt ſacred Ma- 
jeſty, beſides the horror that it naturally 
excites, certainly involves in it a more than 
common degree of myſtery and ſurpriſe. 

But before we offer any ftrictures on fo 
fingular and intereſting a fubject, it may be 
thought proper, firft, to give an account of 
the fact itſelf ; and of the perſon by whom 
the world had like to have loſt a Monarch, 
whoſe delight it is to reign in the hearts of 
dis people. 

In order that the public might be con- 
vinced of the fact, which, from its daring 
and deſperate nature, might not otherwiſe 
have been credited, it was immediately au- 

Ef tthenticated 


BY bs 
aligl 
the: 
ther. 
titio 
but 
injui 
en 1! 


L 2 


C 4-3 


thenticated by the appearance of the fol- 
lowing extraordinary Gazette. 


LONDON GazeTTE EXTRAORDINARY. 


St. Fames's, Auguſt 2. 

- THIS morning, as his Majeſty was 
alighting from his carriage, at the gate of 
the Palace, a woman who was waiting 
there, under pretence of preſenting a pe- 
tition, ſtruck at his Majeſty with a knife, 
but providentially his Majeſty received no 
injury. The woman was immediately tak- 
en into cuſtody, and, upon examination, 
appears to be inſane, = 


The following are the particulars !— 


On Wedneſday, Auguſt the 2d, his 
Majeſty arrived at twelve o'clock at Saint 
James's from Windſor, for the purpoſe of 
holding the levee, and was ſtepping out of 
his poſt-chariot at the garden entrance to 
St. James's, near Marlborough-wall, when 


Fs the 
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| 1 

| | | the attack was offered upon his life. The 
j. Ii woman by whom the deſperate attempt was he 
| made, had been obſerved waiting the King's Ki 
5 { arrival for ſome time, and, previous to the ve 
0 appearance of the carriage, took her ſitua- rue 
ul tion between two gentlewomen, who were rec 
= | unknown to her, and with whom ſhe en- th, 
| 4 tered into a ſlight converſation. On the 
= carriage approaching, ſhe begged, with ro 
= ſame earneſtneſs, that they would not im- pa 
. l pede her in an attempt to deliver a me- 1 
i | morial to his Majeſty, As the door of the uſ 
= | carriage was opened, and the King was in m 
| g the act of alighting, ſhe ſtarted forward, 

"0 and held a paper towards his Majeſty, *Þ m 
= which he received with gracious conde- | fil 
f ſcenſion. At the ſame inſtant, a knife, which ri 

. ſhe held in her hand, and which was con- as 

f cealed under the memorial, was directed CC 
| againſt the breaſt of the king; the ſtroke de 
was happily avoided by his Majeſty bow- 
ing as he took the paper; ſhe made a ſe- ol 


cond ſtroke, but the attendant yeoman, ſee- 
ing 


IS 
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ing her drift, ruſhed forward and caugh 
her arm; at the ſame time that one o 
King's footmen ſeized the knife. The So- 
vereign, with amazing temper 
tude, exclaimed at the inſtant, 
received no injury] Don't burt the woman; 
the poor creature appears inſane!” | 
| His Majeſty, when he entered the outer 
room of the royal apartments, opened the 
paper, in which appeared written, © To 
« the King's moſt excellent Majeſty,” the 
uſual head to the petitions, but aothing 
more. 

She was dreſſed in a flowered lin » or 
muſlin gown, black gauze bonnet, |black 
filk cloak, morning wire cap, with blue 
ribbons, and is about thirty>ſix years of 
age, is of a moderate ſtature, pale ſallow 
complexion, and ſedate, ſerious 0 of 
countenance. 

The inſtrument which ſhe uſed/ was an 
old ivory-handled deſſert knife, worn very 

\ thin 
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thin toward the point, and cracked in ſeveral 
places in the handle. 


His Majeſty went forward into the pa- _ 
lace; and when he had recovered himſelf on 
from the ſurpriſe, which a circumſtance ſo Gb 
very extraordinary muſt have occaſioned, oy 
ſeemed greatly affected; and uttered ſome 5 
expreſſions, ſignifying, that he had not de- 13 
ſerved this treatment from any of his ſub- | 3 
jects. ; Q 

The woman was immediately taken into | 5 
cuſtody, and carried into the inner guard- * 
room. While ſhe was there, great num- N * 
bers of the nobility and others crowded * * 
round about her, and aſked her a variety of F | 
queſtions, all which ſhe treated with the | _ 
utmoſt unconcern and indifference, telling 'Y 
them, that they had no right to queſtion de 
her, and that when ſhe ſhould be brought 
before the proper perſons, ſhe would an- 
fer them. They alſo expoſtulated with K. 
her on the heinous offence ſhe had been wh 
guilty of, and the dreadful predicament * 


into 


1 
into which it had brought her; but ſhe ſtif] 
continued apparently unmoved. When 
they aſked her, however, what could poſ- 
ſibly be che motive that led her to ſo raſh 
a ſtep, ſhe anſwered, © It was the cauſe!” 
and being farther preſſed, cried, rather 
* angrily, © bat ſhe would die for it!“ 

She was afterwards removed into the 
Queen's anti-chamber, where the nobility 
and others flocked around her in ftill great- 
er numbers, but ſhe refuſed giving them 
any kind of ſatisfaction upon aſking her 
any queſtion, and would by no means 
gratify their curioſity as to her family, or 
relieve their anxiety as to the inducement 
ſhe had been actuated by, in attempting to 
deprive them of their ſovereign. 

Such of the members of adminiſtration, 
and great law officers as were in town, and 
who had been ſent to on the occaſion, be- 
ing aſſembled, a council was immediately 
formed, and the woman at five a'clock was 
taken before it. There were preſent, Mr. 

Pitt, 
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1 
Pitt, Marquis of Carmarthen, Lord Sid- 


ney, Lord Saliſbury, the Attorney Gene- 


ral, the Solicitor General, the Maſter of the 
Rolls, and Sir Francis Drake, &c, The 
following magiſtrates too had alſo been ſent 
for: Sir Robert Taylor, Mr. Bond, Mr, 
Addington, Mr. Reed, and Mr. Colick. 
Previous to this, ſhe was, by order of 
council, ſtripped in a private room before 
ſhe was examined; two women belonging 
to St. James's Palace were appointed for 
that purpoſe, but nothing was found on 
her which could lead to any diſcovery. 
The examination being entered upon, 
ſhe ſaid her name was Margaret Nicholſon, 
that ſhe was the daughter of George N1- 
cholſon, of Stockton upon Tees, in York- 
ſhire; that ſhe had a brother who kept a 
public-houſe in Milford-lane; that ſhe 
came to London at twelve years of age; 
that ſhe had been a houſe-maid in ſeveral 
families; Mr. Taylor; Mrs, Boothby, in 
Upper Groſvenor-ſtreet ; Mrs. Rice, May- 
fair; 


fair; Mrs. Beaumont, Lord Coventry, 
Lady Seabright, &c. &c. 

Upon being aſked where ſhe had lived 
ſince her laſt place, ſhe began to exhibit 
ſtrong marks of inſanity; anſwering, that 
ſhe had been all abroad ſince this matter of 
the Crown broke out; and upon aſking for 
an explanation of theſe words, ſhe went on 
in a wild and incoherent way of talking; 


ſuch as, That ſhe wanted nothing but ber 
right and property, — the Crown was ber 


right,—that ſhe had a great property, &c. 
&c. that ſhe had preſented a petition ten 
days ago, and which, upon looking back 
into the papers, was found true ; but it was 
found to be ſuch ſtuff and nonſenſe, that no 
notice was taken of it; that if ſhe had not 


her right, England would be in blood for 


a thouſand generations. Upon being 
queſtioned as to her wants; ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
would anſwer none but a judge; her right 
was a myſtery, &c. | 


Being 
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1 
Being aſked, where ſhe now lived; ſhe 


anſwered, at Mr. Fi 's, ſtationer, at the 


corner of Marybone-lane, Wigmore-ſtreet; 
upon which ſeveral of the magiſtrates, at- 
rended by proper officers, were inſtantly 


ſent to ſearch her lodgings, and to bring 


Mr. Fiſk before the board. 
In her lodgings were found three letters, 


written about her pretended right to the 


Crown, &c. addreſſed to Lord Mansfield; 
Lord Loughborough, and other noble per- 
ſons in office. 

Mr. Fi, upon his examination, ſaid, 
ſhe had lodged with him about three years; 
that he had not particularly obſerved any 
marks of inſanity in her, though ſhe was 
certainly very odd at times; that ſhe ſub- 
ſiſted by taking in plain-work, &c. 

Dr. Monro was alſo ſent for, and attend- 
ed, He was queſtioned as to her lunacy, 
viz, Whether he could diſcover if ſhe 
was a lunatic? He anſwered, that ſuch 

diſcovery could not be made immediately ; 
4 that 


— 
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that for the accompliſhment of ſuch a pur- 
poſe, ſhe muſt be taken under the care and 
inſpection of one of his people for three or 
four days. | 

Mr. Fi being farther examined, depoſ- 
ed, that ſhe always appeared a harmleſs 
character, and that although ſhe frequently 
ſeemed in a ſtate of abſence, he never ob- 
ſerved greater proofs of inſanity in her, 
than frequently moving her lips as if talk- 
ing, and appearing agitated, although in 
no converſation with any perſon. 

.From the various interrogatories put to 
her, it appeared, that about ſix years ago, 
ſhe lived with Miſs Price, of Argyle-build- 
ings, whoſe ſervice ſhe quitted on a pre- 
tence that ſhe had been left a capital for- 
tune; that ſhe afterwards worked with Mr. 
Watſon, hatter, in New Bond-ſtreet, whom 
ſhe frequently preſſed to preſent petitions 
In her behalf to his Majeſty; ſaying con- 
tinually, ſhe had a large claim upon go- 
vernment, and that for the laſt three years 
B of 


( 14 ) 
of her life, ſhe lodged at the houſe of Mr: 
Fiſk, bookſeller, in the corner of Mary- 
le- bone Lane, near Portman-ſquare. 

She did not appear the leaſt embarraſſed 
before the Council, anſwered ſome queſ- 
tions with conſiſtence, and others incohe- 
rently, Her object, ſhe ſaid, was to obtain 
the- prayer of her petition by terrifying 


the King, which ſhe fancied the ſight of 


the knife would have effected. Upon it 
being obſerved, that the paper ſhe pre- 
ſented contained no writing, ſhe replied, 
the King knew what ſhe wanted, as ſhe 


had often preſented petitions : which pa- 


pers, it ſeems upon enquiry, appear to 


* been delivered; but they abounded 


the moſt glaring inconſiſtencies, and were 
diſregarded at the time. J 
At intervals ſhe talked of a daim on 
government” law fuit”— juſt cauſe,” 
and ſuch like ſentences ; and, in anſwer to 


ſome of the interrogatories the Council 


propoſed, ſaid ſhe ſhould ayow the motives 


( 

of her conduct before thoſe who had a 
right to queſtion her; but that there ſhe 
ſhould ſay nothing. After theſe declara- 
tions, ſhe ſometimes remained filent for 
a time, and would not reply to any queſ- 
tions put to her. 


Her lodgings were examined a ſecond 
time, when, beſides the ſeveral letters al- 
ready mentioned, there were found ſeveral 
ſcraps of papers, in which the names of 
Lord Mansfield and other perſons of con- 


"1 ſequence appeared, with ſome disjointed 


writing, mentioning effects, and what ſhe 
denominated “ claſſics,” a term ſhe did not 
ſeem to underſtand ; all of which denoted 


a diſordered ſtate of mind. 

The examination continued till paſt ſe- 
ven o'clock; when it was propoſed to 
commit her for three or four days, for the 
purpoſe of enabling Doctor Monro to 
obſerve the ſtate of her mind, in order that 
he might be enabled to determine whether 
ſhe was inſane or not; but this was ob- 

B 2 ' jected 
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13 
jected to, upon an apprehenſion, that a 
commitment for that time would be ille- 
gal. It was then propoſed te ſend her to 
Tothill- fields Bridewell ; but this was alſo 


objected to, as ſhe was conſidered as a 


ftate priſoner. At length it was agreed to 
put her under the care of Mr. Coates, one 
of his Majeſty's Meſſengers; and ſhe was 
accordingly committed into his cuſtody, 
and carried by him to his houſe in Half- 
moon-ſtreet, Piccadilly. 


Leſt the news of ſo extraordinary an 


event might reach her Majeſty's ears in an 
abrupt manner, and ſerious conſequences, 
perhaps, be produced by the ſurpriſe it 
might occaſion; his Majeſty left Saint 


James's before the Council broke up, and 


haſtened down to Windſor : but intelli- 
gence of the attempt againſt his life had 
got there before his arrival; and ſo great 
were the fears of her Majeſty and the Royal 


Family, that nothing but his preſence could 


poſſibly have removed the dread they hag 
on 
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En 
on their minds, or made them believe his 
perſon ſafe and ſecure. 

The attempt upon his Majeſty's life 
ſpread ſo general a concern, that the ru- 
mour of it had ſcarce got beyond the verge 
of the Court, before ſeveral hundred per- 
ſons flew to the palace, and crowded the 
different avenues leading thereto, with the 
moſt apparent marks of anxiety ; but his 
Majeſty ſoon took the moſt effectual means 


for removing every apprehenſion ; for 


when he came from St. James's to his 
carriage, his face was clothed with the moſt 
comforting ſmiles ; he had, to ſhew his 


unconcern, leſs attendance than is the uſual 
practice; and after turning over ſome pa- 


pers with indifference, converſed with a 
gentleman, who ſaluted him, and took 
his leave with the utmoſt compoſure. 
After the examination was concluded, 
a ſtate of the particulars that tranſpired 
were ſent off to Windſor ; and at half paſt 
eight at night, the woman was taken, by 
| B. 3 Fi oder 
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order of the Privy Council, to the cuſtody 
of one of the King's Meſſengers. 


It is impoſſible for words to convey any 


idea of the joy that appeared in every face, 
at the preſervation of his Majeſty's per- 
ſon. Every one admired and extolled 
the cool and collected manner in which 
the Sovereign acted in the moment of 
danger. In ſhort, for the happy eſcape 
of the Monarch, all deſcriptions of people 
offcred up their ardent congratulations and 
fincere prayers. The nobility in town, as 
ſoon as they heard of the daring attempt, 
came to St. James's, and furrounded the 
throne with their congratulations; and 
amongſt the ladies who went to court for 
the purpoſe of ſeeing the woman, were 
the Ducheſs of Devonſhire, Lady Dun- 
cannon, &c. &c. Many of the foreign 
Miniſters alſo complimented his Majeſty 


on the failure of the attempt to aſſaſſinate 
him. DES 


His 


„ 

His Majeſty's preſence of mind, and 
great humanity, were very conſpicuous in 
his behaviour upon this very ſhocking and 
alarming attempt to take away his life. 
And if he had not inſtantly retreated, or 


d if the wretch had made uſe of her right 
h hand inſtead of her left, the conſequences 
f might have been of a moſt fatal nature ; 
e DISASTROUS INDEED TO THIS COUNTRY |! 
e TO AN AMIABLE FAMILY | TO THE WORLD | 
d AND TO MANKIND | OY 

18 ce May the KI NO live for ever! Every 
t, friend of virtue and of his country every 
e lover of the beſt of Princes every ad- 
d * mirer of dignified example, muſt rejoice, 
Ir gg with the moſt animated ardour, and the 
re ? warmeſt gratitude to God, that the King 
- | lives“ Spare the woman! ſhe muſt 
n | be inſane!” were words which gave the 
y | moſt lively idea of his Majeſty's greatneſs 
be } of mind—of his command of temper— 


fine ſenſibility—humanity—and every thing 
laudable and amiable ! | 
1s | A Monarch, 


BE 

A Monarch, actuated by ſentiments of 
univerſal patriotiſm—with all the ſocial 
paſſions glowing in his heart—and all the 
elegance and- amiableneſs of manners, fo 
pleaſing either in Sovereign or in ſubject.— 
cannot fail to enſure the hearts of his 
people. — The mere recital of the danger 
in which the King was, rouſes every men- 
tal faculty into the moſt painful anguiſh.— 
The ſimple idea of the aſſaſſin wounds our 
feelings with a poignancy peculiar to that 
dutiful eſteem, and that refined affection, 
in which we hold ſo elevated a pattern of 
combined greatneſs and goodneſs ! | 

The happy eſcape of his Majeſty from 
the horrid attempt on his life, has given 
the greateſt pleaſure to all ranks of peo- 
ple. The report, when firſt circulated 
through the metropolis, ſtruck a general 
panic—and to aggravate the conſternation, 
fictions were moſt plentifully added to the 
fact. The town, for ſeveral hours, was 
kept in agonizing ſuſpence, until the pub- 
lication of the Gazette Extraordinary, 


which 


WO 

which diſpelled the gloom that hung on 
every countenance, and reſtored happineſs 
to every heart. The deſperate blow being 
aimed by the hand of inſanity, and that 
blow warded off by the interpoſition of 
Providence, reſtored contentment-and hap- 
pineſs to the minds of a loving people, who 
revere their ſovereign for his pony 
virtues. 

How much ought every Engliſhman to 
reverence the free conſtitution of his coun- 
try, and the mild temperament of its laws, 
when he contemplates the treatment of the 
unhappy wretch, who ſo groſsly inſulted 
his Majeſty : although this miſerable wo- 
man ſhould be clearly proved to be inſane, 
and furthermore that there was no motive 
of action, no fixed or premeditated deſign ( 
againſt his Majeſty's life: yet if ſuch a | 
circumſtance had taken place in any coun- 
try under heaven, except that which Eng- 
liſhmen have the happineſs to call their 
own, racks and tortures would have 
been applied, and the jails and priſons 

would 
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would haye been filled by accuſations 
againſt innocent perſons, which would have 
been extorted from the wretched criminal. 
In the hiſtory of arbitrary countries, it 


has often happened that perſons ſecured 


upon ſuſpicion only have, upon the bare 
appearance of the dreadful engines of tor- 
ture, thought it beſt rather . to confeſs 


' guilt, though entirely innocent, and ſubs 


mit to an ignominious death, than encoun- 


ter with ſuch accumulated horrors and hu- 
man miſery, Under this idea it was that 


the excellent and learned lawyer, Lord 
Chancellor Forteſcue, laid it down as an 
incontrovertible maxim, that : Engliſhmen 
would rather encounter death than torture. 
When Felton ſtabbed the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, and whilſt he was impriſoned to 
take his trial, ſome of the court party pre- 
pared a bill, by which the torture was to 
be inflicted upon him, in order that he 
might diſcover his accomplices. But 
when this bill was ſhewn to the judges, the 
whole bench, ana voce, declared, that the 

law 


„ | 
law of England abhorred torture; and 
although the magnitude of the crime 
might have deſerved ſuch a puniſhment, 
yet that the example muſt. not be ſuffered 
to appear upon the ſtatute book. The bill 
was accordingly dropped. | 

His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, 
with proper filial affection, inſtantly on 
hearing the danger his Majeſty had been 
in, left Brighton, and arrived at Windſor 
late on Thurſday evening. He remained 
two hours with the King, afterwards came 
to Carlton-houſe, and fron thence returned 
to Brighton. 

His Highneſs, in his tranſport of j Joy at 
the King's happy eſcape, ruſhed into the 
apartment where he was fitting with the 
Queen, and embraced them both with all 
imaginable affection. The Princeſſes 
alſo partook of the felicity, and a more 
endearing meeting never yet took place 
within the pale of the court, 

Thurſday morning, Mr. Juſtice Ad- 
dington went to ſee Margaret Nicholſon, at 


Mr, 


— — 


1 
Mr. Coates's, meſſenger, in Half. moon- 
flreet, and began a converſation with her. 
Upon which ſhe told him, that they had 
diſtracted her the day before (meaning 


Wedneſday) with a great number of queſ- 


tions; that ſhe did not underſtand them; 
that they had made her deaf on one fide ; 
— but ſhe had it all here [pointing to the 
back part of her head]; that the King had 
no right to the crown; that the crown 


was hers, &c. | 
Mr. Addington permitted her to go on, 


in order to diſcover if there was any thing 


worth noticing. 


When ſhe had done running on about 
the crown, ſhe began about Lord Mans- 


field, and Lord Loughborough. She ſaid, 


that ſhe had brought them both into the 
world—they owed every thing they had to 


never knew any man. 


he but ſhe was not their OR 


It does not appear from any perſon who 
knew her, that ſhe was ever married. 
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was all a myſtery, ſhe ſaid. But ſhe had 
it all here [pointing again to her head.] 
And then went on, with ſaying a good deal 
more to the ſame purport. | 
The knife with, which ſhe attempted to 


ſtab the King, only juſt touched his M 0 
ty's waiſtcoat. Nothing more. 

Nobody has been permitted to ſee her 
at Mr. Coates's, except Mr. Juſtice Ad- 
dington. 

As ſoon as ſhe had undergone the exa- 
mination before his Majeſty's Miniſters and 
the Law Officers on Wedneſday, and was 
taken in a coach by Mr, Coates, one of the 
King's Meſſengers, to his houſe, attended 
by two of the Marſhalmen, on her way 
© ſhe declared, that ſhe had no intention to 
hurt the King; that having preſented /e- 
venteen petitions to his Majeſty, to which 
ſhe had received no anſwer, it was her de- 
termination, as ſhe expreſſed herſelf, ©« fo 
bring matters to a point,” for which pur- 
pole ſhe had taken thoſe ſteps, On her 

C arrival 
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arrival at Mr. Coates's houſe, ſhe con- 
verſed for ſome time in a very rational 
manner with Mrs. Coates, who was the 
only perſon then ſuffered to be with her ; 
after which ſhe began to ſhew ſome ſymp- 
toms of a diſordered mind, declaring, 
among other abſurd things * hat although 
ce ſhe had never been married, yet that both 
& Lord Mansfield and Lord Loughborough 
ce were her ſons, and that they knew it * 
with various other things equally ridicu- 
lous. 

During the whole of the next day, ſhe 
behaved in a very wild and extravagant 
manner, rather encreaſing the appearance 
of inſanity, and totally diveſting herſelf of 
that degree of collectedneſs with which ſhe 
acted on the day of her making the at- 
tempt. | 

The Cabinet Miniſters had a meeting 
on Thurſday at the Lord Chancellor's, 
and came to the reſolution of ſummoning 

a Council for the next day, to be held in 
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| the Great Council Chamber, at St. James's, 
to determine on the mode of bringing the 
unfortunate woman to trial, and to conſi- 
der on the form of proſecuting a crime ſo 
unuſual and extraordinary in this country. 
On Fripay the King accordingly came 


; to town for that purpoſe, and arrived 
, about ten minutes before twelve o'clock, 
5 at St. James's from Windſor. He was 
dreſſed in the Windſor uniform, dark blue 
5 turned up with red, and looked remarka- 
bly well. 
8 His Majeſty, for ths firſt time in his 
7 reign, was obſerved to deſcend from his 
: carriage with an undrawn hanger in his 
g | hand. This circumſtance we muſt how- 
p 1 s ever attribute to accident. The Sovereign 
bears too exalted a mind, to have recourſe 
to naked arms in the midſt of his ſubjects. 
'S The undetermined caſe of Max OARET Nr- 
1 CHOLSON might however for a time have 
'S made the meaſure adviſable. 
* The guard was very judiciouſly enereaſed 
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at the gate where his Majeſty alighted, to 
a ſcrjeant and fix grenadiers. Four of the 
yeomen allo attended. The concourſe of 
people to ſee their King, after the recent at- 
tack upon his ſacred life, was conſiderable. 
Every face diſcovered gladneſs, and with- 
out being requeſted by the centinels, they 
kept at a reſpectful diſtance from the car- 
riage. 
3 temporary alarm was created by one 
of the light-horſe, who preceded the king 
on full ſpeed, falling, in making a ſudden 
turn round the garden wall. The rider 
diſengaged himſelf with wonderful alacrity, 
though evidently hurt: the animal was 
cut by the fall very ſeverely. 

Such is the affection of the people 
of this country to their King, that 
not only the levee was moſt numer— 
ouſly attended by the Nobility and Gen- 
try, in order to pay their reſpects, and 
expreſs their congratulation on his Ma- 
jeſty's fortunate eſcape from the attempt 
| | on 


( 


However, their evidence was very nearly 
the ſame. ä 

Mr. Fiſk was taken away from his houſe 
about three o'clock, by the two Under 
Secretaries of State, and carried in a hack- 
ney coach to St. James's, where he was 
detained ſeveral hours, without having the 
leaſt knowledge, or even ſuſpicion, of the 
cauſe. Mrs. Nicholſon went out in the 
morning about nine o'clock, and he had 
not ſeen her afterwards. 

A little while after Mr. Fiſk had left his 
own houſe, to go to St. James's, two 
meſſengers came, and took their ſtations 
at Mrs. Nicholſon's room-door, and re- 
mained there: until the evening, when the 
magiſtrates came to ſearch her apartments, 
They found nothing except the three let- 
ters already mentioned, which were mere 
nonſenſe. Her pockets were ſearched al- 
ſo, and there were found in them, a ſilver 

8 ſix- pence, and three halfpence, which was 
All the money ſhe had; and as to clothes, ſhe 
1 * had 


SHS © 


had no more than what were on her back, 
and thoſe, except the cloak and bonnet, 
were very indifferent, 

One of the women was examined con- 
cerning a converſation ſhe held with Mrs. 
Nicholſon on Tueſday, when the inſtru- 
ment with which ſhe-purpoſed to have exe- 
cuted the horrid deed was cleaned and 
ſharpened, | 

Mr. Nicholſon, her brother, who keeps 
a public houſe in Milford-Lane in the 
Strand, gave it as his opinion that ſhe 1s 
inſane; but ſhe has not lived in terms of 
intimacy with him for a conſiderable time, 

The knife which ſhe uſed for the horrid 
purpoſe was ſo much worn, and ſo very 
thin, that when ſhe thruſt it againſt his 
Majeſty's waiſtcoat, it bent—A gentleman 
preſent at her firſt examination tried the 
point of it againſt his hand, when the knife 
bent almoſt double, withaut piercing the 
ſkin. — This weakneſs in the inſtrument 
was very fortunate, for, had it been a dag- 


ger, 


1 
ger, the conſequence might have been 
dreadful. | 
From moſt of the circumſtances, the only 
conjecture to be formed, is, that her mad- 
neſs appears to be real; though we would 
by no means venture any decided opinion, 
as too much caution cannot be obſerved 
on ſuch an occaſion. The nature of the 
crime attempted to be committed, is of 
that atrocious kind, that, had the perſon 
attempting it been in her proper ſenſes, 
the defeat and recollection of its infamy 
were enough, on reflection, to render the 
moſt callous mind diſordered; it is there- 
fore moſt probable, that the King's Mi- 
niſters wiſely put off her further examina- 
tion till ſome certain opinion could be col- 
lected by medical men, of the real ſtate of 
her intellects. | 
She was accordingly, on Friday evening, 
remanded into the cuſtody of Mr. Coates, 
and by him again conveyed to his houſe; 
in Hall-moon-ſtreet, Piccadilly, 


When 


1 

When he got home, Mrs. Nicholſon was 
in a very placid humour, owing to the ex- 
cellent treatment which ſhe received from 
Mr. Coates, who made it his ſtudy to ren- 
der the miſerable woman as comfortable as 


the remorſe of her own mind, and her un- 


fortunate ſituation, would allow. During 
the evening ſhe requeſted to play a game 


at whiſt, which Mr. Coates complied with, 


and part of the time ſhe was perfectly col- 
lected. 


As ſeveral of the noble perſonages pre- 


ſent at the levee, | were doubtful as to the 


propriety of committing her to a mad- 
houſe as a lunatic, we ſhall here inſert a 
clauſe from the 17th George II. cap. v.— 
The act ſays, © Lunatics may be confined 
« by warrant of two Juſtices of the Peace 
ce (in the diſtrict they may be in), and 
ce ſhould the Juſtices find it neceſſary, to 
© be there chained, If the lunatic has pro- 
e perty, he is to be kept at his own ex- 
ce pence; if not, to be * to his laſt le- 


4 cc oal 


1 

« gal ſettlement, by the authority of two 
ct Juſtices of the Peace, and to be there 
« kept at the charge of the pariſh, where 
« the ſettlement ſhall be.“ Margaret 
Nicholſon's ſettlement appears to be in 
Saint James's pariſn. 
Ihe ſuffering of lunatics to remain at 
large, has ever very forcibly ſtruck us, as 
not only a diſgrace to the laws and regula- 
tions of this country, but as wanting in 
humanity to objects, of all others the moſt 
in need of its ſalutary influence; and with 
reſpect to the ſafety of ſociety, big with the 
moſt alarming conſequences, The preſent 
moment very ſtrongly confirms theſe pain- 
ful obſervations. A poor unhappy woman 
was lately arraigned for the murder of her 
ſiſter, who fell a bloody victim to inſanity. 
A young man, the exertion of whoſe abili- 
ties, at a future period, might have pro- 
cured him happineſs, and the community a 
uſeful member, if reſtored to reaſon, was 
not long ſince impelled by lunacy to ſeek 
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for death, by the perpetration of an act the 


moſt fatal to the ſecurity of perſonal pro- 
perty. His declaration at the awful inſtant 
when his ſentence was pronounced, muſt 


yet be too freſh in the minds of thoſe who 


heard it, as well as thoſe who received their 
information through the channel of the daily 
papers, to require a recital; and too plainly 
points out the diſordered ſtate of his mind, 


not to claim our commiſeration for an un- 


happy fellow- creature. The knife directed 
at the royal breaſt, perhaps by the arm of 
lunacy, Heaven, in mercy to this empire, 
turned aſide unſtained by regicide. Every 
heart bleſſed with humanity, or warmed 
with the love of its country, muſt glow with 
Joy, that no worſe conſequences attended 
this horrid attempt. However, let not 
thoſe whoſe ſtation in life calls them forth to 


frame regulations for the benefit and ſecu- 


rity of ſociety, or thoſe whoſe abilities en- 
able them to point out how evils may be 
corrected, ſtop here; but under the influ- 
ence 


( 39) 


ence of that good ſenſe and humanity 
which characteriſe the preſent times, guard 
againſt theſe dangers in future, by either 
eſtabliſhing hoſpitals for the inſane on a 
more extenſive and liberal plan, or by com- 
pelling pariſhes or families to ſecure ſuch 
perſons as are unhappily afflicted with 
madneſs, in proper places. But as our de- 
ſign is only confined to bring the evil to 
view, we will conſign it over to thoſe of 
more ſkill for a remedy. . 

His Majeſty's ſubjects were not the only 
people who ſympathized with his Royal 
Family, for his happy deliverance ;— 
fareigners of every nation reſident here 
ſpoke of the attempt with horror, and re- 
Joice at its failure. 

The late attempt upon our Sovereign 
has given all ranks of people an opportu- 
nity of expreſſing the affection and eſteem 
for his perſon, which inſpires their breaſts. 
There is not one ſociety of people, whe- 
ther promiſcuouſly met, or by appoint- 
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ment, but congratulate each other mutu- 
ally on his happy eſcape. 

Margaret Nicholſon has preſented ſeve- 
ral petitions to the King; and, in one or 
two of the laſt, ſhe makes uſe of nearly 
the following words: If your Majeſty 


would wiſh to avoid regicide, you will make 


{ome proviſion for me without delay.” 

Sir Francis Drake aſked her when in the 
guard-room, what was in the laſt petition 
ſhe preſented to his Majeſty ? Her anſwer 


was, © Nothing — It was only a blank 
piece of paper, to conceal the weapon.“ 


She was aſked likewiſe what was in fome 
of the former petitions? She ſaid ſhe could 
not tell them ſo well as ſne could put it on 


paper: and being provided with a pen 
and ink, ſhe wrote down, almoſt verbatim, 
what was contained in one or two which his 
Majeſty had not deſtroyed, and which had 


been ſent for by his order. 
It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that the 


uſual mode both of preſenting petitions, 
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and the manner in which they are attended 
to, ought to be very materially altered. 
His Majeſty's cuſtom 1s, after receiving a 
petition, to deliver it to the Lord in Wait- 
ing, whoſe buſineſs it 1s, we underſtand, 
to read it, and report the contents to the 
King ; but cuſtom has made it otherwiſe ; 
for inſtead of this being done, it is gene- 
Tally delivered immediately to one of the 
Gentlemen Uſhers, or ſome inferior at- 
tendant, who. ſeldom or never takes the 
trouble of reading it. What leads us to 
this obſervation is, that were his Majeſty's 
gracious intention properly complied with, 
which is, that the requeſts of all his ſubjects 
ſhould be attended to, and their petitions 
read when preſented, it would have been 
diſcovered from the papers delivered to the 
King, by Margaret Nicholſon, . that ſhe 
was not a proper perſon to be admitted 
into the preſence of Majeſty, as they, on 
inſpection, are found to contain expreſſions 
of a diſordered mind. 
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ing to preſent the petition to his Majeſty, 
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It is the duty of his Majeſty's Miniſters 
to take every poſſible ſtep that may lead to 


a thorough inveſtigation of the attempt 
made on the ſacred life of his Majeſty. 
T he loyal people of England will naturally 
require that every enquiry ſhould. be made. 


VU Upon the whole, it ſhould ſeem, however 


ſerious and alarming her conduct hath 
been, that ſhe is certainly 1NSANE. ' 


- And yet there is oppoſed to this opinion 
of inſanity, the evidence, upon oath, of 


two men, which throws a ſtrange doubt up- 


on the matter, notwithſtanding preſent ap- 
pearances. 15 8 1 

Theſe two men are the perſons with 
whina) ſhe lodged, ſince ſhe! has quitted 


ſervice- EEE 
Report too, ſays, that prior to the at- 


tempt. on his Majeſty's life, the woman was 
ſeen talking to three well- dreſſed gentle- 
men; and that at the time ſhe was pretend- 


ſhe deſired ſome women, who ſtood near her, 
not to interrupt her whilſt ſne was doing it. 


That there is a method in her madneſs, 


| (if ſhe is indeed a lunatic) is undoubted. 
On being aſked by Lord Saliſbury, why ſhe 


delivered a carte blanth, rather than a pe- 


tition? She anſwered; her ends could 


have been accompliſhed. under -a blank 
ſheet of paper, as well as by a n in 


proper form. 2 5 | 14 


There are intervals, however, when lu- 


natics aſſume reaſon, and are capable of 
converſing with a ſeeming rationality; but 


when cloſe queſtioned as to a particular 
crime they may have committed, they 
then wander into the wild labyrinths of 
diſtracted imagination, and diſcover their 


inſanity. Such a one I Nicholſon 


appears to be. 2 
As an inſtance of ee 
ing aſked very coolly as to the ſubſtance of 
her petition preſented about a fortnight 
ago, ſhe ſaid, if they would give her pen 
| and 


6 Ad m ̃ ao. ttt 
4 4 
-— — 


144) 


and ink, ſhe would write it, which ſhe 
accordingly did; and on comparing it with 
the original lying in the office, as before 
obſerved, it was found to differ only in 
four words; and they by no means deſtroy- 
| ed the purport of it. 

| And, on the contrary, when ſhe is per- 
plexed with queſtions, ſhe runs into all the 
extravagance of inſanity, of which we have 
given ſeveral inſtances in the relation of 
' her former examinations. 

Ihe ſtatute of the 25th of Edward III. 
comprehends all kinds of high treaſon, un- 


1 ce vide weapons or ammunition for the pur- 
te poſe of killing the King, is held to be 
te a palpable overt act of treaſon in ima- 
© gining his death.” The puniſhment of 

female offenders, on account of the de- 
i cency due to the ſex, is not mangling 

| their bodies, as thoſe of men are, but 
er drawing them to the gallows, and burn- 

« ing them alive.“ 


It 


der ſeven diſtinct branches; 1. © To pro- 
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It is faid Mrs, Nicholſon is nearly relat- 
ed to a general officer in the corps of Ar- 
tillery, to whom one of the letters found 
in her lodgings were addreſſed. 

A fimilar incident to the aforementioned 
tranſaction took place about eight years 
| fince, as the King was coming in his chair 
from Buckingham-houſe to St. James's: a 
woman was then, as in the preſent inſtance, 
the offender, who made a blow at his 
Majeſty with a knife, and broke the front 
glaſs of his ſedan. Upon examination, ſhe 
alſo appeared inſane! _ 

Young Shepherd, the coach-paimer; 
was the laſt perſon who made a regicide 
attempt in England; he endeavoured to 
kill George the Firſt, and, when at the 
place of execution, was offered his life, 
provided he would aſk the King's pardon ; 
but he diſdained to ſupplicate the royal 
_ mercy, Lord Cheſterfield, in ſpeaking of 
this tranſaction, after having diſapproved | 


the 
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the cauſe, compares Shepherd's ſpirit to 


Roman heroiſm, 
The life of the King of Pruſſia was twice 


| attempted to be taken away. Once by 


three of his ſoldiers at a review; and once 
by a perſon bribed, as was ſuppoſed, by 
the Empreſs Queen, 

The preſent King of Poland was at- 


tempted to be aſſaſſinated in 1771. 

A like attempt was made on the late 
King of Portugal, in 1758. 

And a like attempt was made on the 
late King of France, by Damien, in 1757. 
On the happy eſcape of his Majeſty's 
life being preſerved from the hands of an 
aflaſſin, it muſt be the wiſh of all his good 
and faithful ſubjects, that a public thankſ- 
giving ſhould be given in all the churches 
in the kingdom; and it 1s hoped that the 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops will _—_ it as 
foon as poſſible. 

There is no doubt, but that this myſte- 
rious tranſaction will be thoroughly in- 


veſtigated, 


being 
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veſtigated, and laid properly before the 
public, that they may form a juſt and 
correct idea of it; for as it ſtands at pre- 
ſent, it certainly muſt be allowed to be 
enveloped in a great deal of doubt and 
myſtery, and to give birth to a variety of 
ſuſpicions, which it were to be wiſhed 
could be removed, and effectually done 

away. | | 
There is one fact that ſtands fully eſta- 
bliſhed, and that is, that the inſanity of 
the woman ſeems to be ſuſpected entirely 
from the raſhneſs of the attempt ſhe made 
on the life of the king. Before that pe- 
riod, ſhe was never ſuppoſed to be out of 
her mind. Mr. Fiſk, and Mr. Paule, 
with one or the other of whom ſhe lived 
for many years, never conſidered her as 
being out of her ſenſes. Mr. Nicholſon, 
her brother, indeed, ſays ſhe was frequent- 
ly giving proofs of a diſordered mind; 
but he at the ſame time admitted, that 
he had not of late been acquainted with 
her, 
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her. Upon the whole, ſhe appears to 
have been thought inſane, from the horrid 
attempt ſhe ventured upon; but if that 
alone 1s to be allowed ſufficient evidence 
of inſanity, . every one, either man .or 
woman, that commits a raſh or deſperate 
act, muſt be ſaid to have, in a ſmaller or 
greater degree, a ſpecies of madneſs. | 

As the public prints have been wholly 
ſilent as to the cauſe of her firſt petitioning 
the King, it may not be unneceſſary. to 
ſtate it, without determining whether it 
will ſerve, or not, to throw any freſh light 
upon the ſubject. 

In her youth, it ſeems, Mrs. Nicholſon 
was enticed away by an officer of the 
guards, who, after debauching her, took 
her into what is underſtood in the world 
of gallantry, by. keeping. She lived with 
him very happily until he died, and at 
his death, he bequeathed her an annuity, 
ſufficient, it is ſaid, to have ſupported 
her comfortably for life, This annuity, 

however, 


( 49 ) 


however, the was cruelly kept out of by 
the attorney ſhe employed for the purpoſe 
of putting her in poſſeſſion of it. She ex- 
poſtulated with him on the treatment ſhe 
received ; but without being able to ob- 
tain any redreſs. 

Thus circumſtanced, and not knowing 
where to look to for relief, a thought oc- 
curred to her of petitioning the King. 
She accordingly drew up her caſe, and 
preſented it to the Sovereign. Not re- 
ceiving any kind of anſwer, nor under- 
ſtanding that her application had been 
taken notice of, ſhe petitioned again, and 
repeated it ſeventeen times, the laſt of 
which was on the 2d of Auguſt, when 
ſhe attempted to ſtab the King. 

From the beforegoing particulars, the 
world. will, no doubt, think for itſelf. 
Mrs. Nicholſon may. poſſibly be in a ſtate 
of inſanity. But it is equally poſſible, that 
a woman may, froma real cauſe, or pre- 
tended one, petition his majeſty, and re- 
peat 1t ſeventeen times, and then attempt 

2 _ 
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to aſſaſſinate him, and yet be in her ſenſes. 
Nor is it leſs paſſible, that though ſhe may 
be difordered in her mind the inſtant ſhe 
finds her attempt fruſtrated, ſne might, 
nevertheleſs, have been, at the moment of 
her making it, entirely free from the leaſt 
tincture of inſanity. 

As the matter, however, is at preſent 
pending at the bar of the grand tribunal 
of the public, we ſhall forbear any farther 


ſtrictures upon it, not doubting, but that 


the reader will draw thoſe concluſions that 
the caſe, as far as it has been developed, 


ought moſt naturally to produce and eſta- 


bliſh. 

Margaret Nicholſon lived ſome years 
ago with a lady of quality, in Brudenel- 
ſtreet, as own ſervant ; her general diſpo- 
fition of mind was of a reſerved and 
thoughtful caſt, ſeldom ſubje& to the in- 
Auence of the livelier ſallies of mirth. 
'This reſtraint of temper was conſidered by 
her fellow-ſervants as prudery. Her 
maſter's Yalet-de-Chambre paid her his ad- 


dreſſes; her conduct before the family 


Was 


1 

was very reſerved, and ſuch in appearance 
as prevented them diſcerning that he had 
any proſpect of ſucceſs with her; but one 
of the family happening to remain up after |; 
the reſt were in bed, in walking up ſtairs, 
ſo as not to be heard, at a late hour, ſur- 
priſed the Yalet-de-Chambre coming out of 
her bed-room. In ſuch a diſcovery as 
this, every one knows how anxious the 
diſcoverer is to unburthen his mind ; and 
next morning the ſervants were entertain- 
ing themſelves at the expence of the re- 
ſerved, as they called her, prude: the 
news ſoon reached the miſtreſs's ears, and 
both the ſervants concerned were inſtantly 
diſcharged. They ſought for a new place, 
where they lived ſtill together in the ſame 
houſe ; but quitted that alſo. Their at- 
tachment till ſubſiſted, and they got into a 
third ſervice ; there her ſweetheart lighted 
her, and paid his addreſſes to a perſon 
who had ſome property, whom he 
married; and then left his place to take 
an inn on the Weſtern road. This dif- 
appointment could not but affect the wo- 

man 


— 
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man who was deſerted, and ſhe abandoned 
herſelf to ſolitude; intenſe thought upon 
one object debilitates the mind; and with 
a temper already prone to melancholy, 


an accumulation of thought and diſtreſs 


muſt encreaſe intenſe thinking, which can- 
not but produce paroxyſms of madneſs, 


Society and variety are neceſfary to re- 


move the ill conſequences of melancholy ; 


neither of theſe it appears ſhe ſought for ; 


even her brother acknowledged that ſhe 
ſeldom called on him. After this ſhe ſought 


no more for a place as ſervant, but betook 


herſelf to her induſtry by her needle. It 
is. d ſecret how. many thouſands of women 


are in want of bread, who ſtrive to live by 
the needle ; therefore we may infer that 
her mode of Ifving muſt be penurious, and 
low; the want of nouriſhment, with the 
anxiety attendant on it, muſt encreaſe that 
mental debility which is the reſult of me- 
lancholy ; therefore the effuſion of a mind 


times out of the controul of reaſon. 
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SUPPLEMENT 
N conſequence of an order from Lord 
Sydney, one of his Majeſty's princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, Margaret Nichol- 
ſon was on Wedneſday morning, at eleven. 
o'clock, taken by Mr. Coates the King's 
Meſſenger, in a hackney coach to Bedlam : 
Mrs, Coates, another lady, and the nurſe, 
went with her. Soon as the coach was cal- 
led to take her away, ſhe was told by Mr. 
Coates, they were going on a party of plea- 
ſure, and aſked her to accompany them, 
which ſhe readily agreed to; and ſtepping 
into the coach, was in very good ſpirits, 
and talked very rationally the whole of 
the way, till they came under the wall of 
Bedlam ; ſhe then obſerved, that ſhe knew 
where they were taking her to. Upon her 
entrance into Bedlam, ſhe was aſked, 
F « if 


* 
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ce jf ſhe then knew where ſhe was“? ſhe 
anſwered, “ perfectly well.” The Steward 
of the Hoſpital behaved with much kind- 
neſs to her, and invited her and the com- 
pany to dine with him, which they did; 
and during the whole time ſhe appeared 
perfectly collected, except when the name 
of the King was mentioned, whom, ſhe 
continued ſaying, ſhe expected to viſit her. 
After dinner Mr. Coates again aſked her, 
<« if ſhe knew in what houſe ſhe was”? ſhe 
faid, © Yes.” He then told her, “that he 
hoped ſhe would patiently and quietly ſub- 
mit to the regulations of that place,” She 
compoſedly replied, * certainly.” He 
alſo informed her, that ſhe would be in- 
dulged with. pen, ink, and paper, to write 
to ſuch of her friends as ſhe thought proper : 
— This offer ſhe did not then notice. - At 
fix o'clock ſhe was conducted to her cell, 
which had been previouſly furniſhed with 
new bedding, &c. for her reception ; and 
a chain was put round her leg, and faſ- 
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tened to the floor. Whilſt this was do- 
ing, ſne was perfectly compoſed, and did 
not ſeem to take any notice of it. On 
being aſked by the ſteward “ if the chain 
ce hurt her leg, as it ſhould be altered if it 
ce did?” ſhe replied, © No, not at all.“ 
Mr. Coates was then about to leave her; 
but ſhe called to him, and reminded him 
of his promiſe, that ſhe ſhould have pen, 
ink, and paper, ſaying that ſhe had letters 
to write, which ſhe wiſhed to ſend by 
him. Pen, ink, and paper, were immedi- 
ately brought her, and Mr. Coates waited 
near an hour ; but ſhe did not attempt to 
write any thing. 

When the examination before the Council 
on Tueſday laſt, was concluded—it was 
reſolved to examine Mr. Fiſk again the 
next day. And, Wedneſday morning he 
waited upon Lord Sydney for that pur- 
poſe ;- but his Lordſhip told him, that he 
was perfectly ſatisfied, from the incontro- 
vertible evidence which had been given of 
the woman's in/anity ; and therefore no far- 
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